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four pieces of gold (again styling the half-sovereign as
" Edward royall") and the two pieces of silver, which he
" hath caused to be made," shall be thenceforth current
within his dominions, at the values already set out in
the extracts from the commission. The proclamation
concludes by directing that all manner of groats, half-
groats, pence and halfpence, "not clipped or full
broken, albeit they may be much cracked," shall be
received without refusal, under a penalty of arrest.

Ai present I have only proved that the mint was duly
inaugurated; the next step will be to show that coins
were in fact struck there, in order to set at rest the
doubts which have arisen, but unfortunately this cannot
be done in the form I could wish, as the usual accounts
of the under-treasurer, which would disclose his trans-
actions, have not come down to us. It is, however,
possible to obtain, in a restricted shape and through
another channel, the desired assurance that Durham
House was not merely a mint on paper, one in which
the moneyer's hammer was never used. Sir Edmund
Peckham, the high treasurer, to whom all the mint
establishments in England and Ireland accounted for
their gains, drew up a statement of the sums so paid to
him during a period extending from 36 Henry VIII to
5 Edward VI. This return is in excellent condition,
and among the labyrinth of figures is a note of the
amounts received from John Bowes. We may infer that
the earning of profits connotes industrial activity of
some kind, but whether the coinage was of gold or of
silver, or whether it included both the striking of the
new currency and the conversion of the old, must re-
main unsolved as far as this particular document is
concerned.